           NEW STUDENT EXPERIENCE SYLLABUS (SLS1122 – 3 credit hours)
SLS 1122 (CRN 16363) Fall Semester 2014  3 credit           West Campus 

   







 Tuesday & Thursday
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Larry Herndon

                        10:00am-11:15am
E-mail: lherndon1@valenciacollege.edu                               Building 5-252
Office location: 3-124 

Office Hours:  

Monday  & Wednesday    Tuesday & Thursday      Friday

1:00PM-2:00PM                 9:30AM-10:00AM            9:00AM-10:00AM (online)

8:00PM-9:00PM(online)   1:00PM-2:00PM
                                               8:00PM-9:00PM (online)                 

Phone Number (407) 299-5000 ext 1040 or (407) 582-1040

Required Materials:
· Required Text: Start Something That Maters, By Blake Mycoskie & Strengths Quest By Donald O. Clifton and Edward Anderson
· Pen, Pencil, and Stapler
Major Learning Outcomes:

· Students will create a personal purpose statement that outlines and articulates their values, goals, interests, and strengths in relation to their educational and career aspirations. 

· Students will choose an academic program aligned with their educational/career goals, interests, strengths, and values. 

· Students will design an education plan that include goals for learning and a financial plan.

· Students will apply college success skills.

· Students will demonstrate effective communication skills with diverse groups.


· Students will demonstrate awareness of college support systems.

Course Description: Students will choose a major and articulate a pathway to complete their academic and career goals.  Major topics include:  defining your purpose, demonstrating awareness of college support systems, communicating effectively, and navigating college sources, applying college success skills, designing an education plan and creating a financial plan.

Course purpose: The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to learn about college resources and adopt methods that support your success in school and life. 

Valencia Student Core Competencies:  Valencia faculty has defined four interrelated competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, and Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community. These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog at valenciacollege.edu/catalog. In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further your mastery of those core competencies.
Teaching Strategies: The objective of this course will be achieved through lectures, individual and group experiences, guest lectures, audiovisual presentations, personality and learning styles inventories, and assignments outside of class. The instructor's role is to be a facilitator / guide in your experience of learning what Valencia expects of you, the student. 
Academic Dishonesty:  All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia.  Academic dishonesty included, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Sanctions available to the professor should a violation occur are described in the Valencia Student Handbook or online at valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=193.
Student Code of Classroom Conduct: Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor. Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any Valencia policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the College.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct can be found in the current LifeMap Handbook, or online at valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=180.  Additional information is available in the College Catalog (valenciacollege.edu/catalog).”
. 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. Location: (SSB-102) Phone: (407) 582-1523 URL: http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/default.cfm
Student Assistance Program: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. Valencia students can get FREE immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
Electronic Devices: All electronic devices such as cell phones must be turned off during class. Students caught texting or using cell phones may be asked to leave the class and may not be given credit for that class meeting. If the texting or using of the cell phone continues, students will be withdrawn from the course.  However, if there is an emergency situation that is warranting the use of the cell phone or pager during class time, the student must notify the professor in writing prior to the beginning of class.
Attendance: Because so much of the learning experience in this class is interactive and participatory, attendance is a must!  Five points will be deducted for each absence unless it’s an extenuating circumstance and documentation must be provided as proof. Moreover, after three absences, you will receive an excessive absence notification. After fourth, you may be withdrawn from the course. If you must miss class, you are expected to notify the instructor.  

College policy is as follows:  If your absences in a class become excessive, your professor will contact you in writing requesting a conference with you by a stated date and indicating that further absence may result in withdrawal from the course.  Your professor can withdraw you from a course for excessive absences without your permission. Tardiness is very disruptive to your classmates and your professor if you arrive after class has begun. Repetitive lateness Five will be counted as an absence. If you come into class after roll has been taken, you are considered late and it is your responsibility to have your absence erased from the instructor grade book. valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/print.cfm?RecordID=75 or valenciacollege.edu/catalog
Tardiness: is very disruptive to your classmates and your professor. After being tardy for two times thereafter five points will be deducted from your grade each time you are late. If you come into class after roll has been taken, you are considered late and it is your responsibility to have your absence erased from the instructor’s grade book.

College Withdrawal Procedure: The College has initiated withdrawal procedures and timelines in response to legislation/rules adopted by the state legislature and State Board of Community Colleges. The deadline to withdraw from this course is (11/7/2014). Students who withdraw or are withdrawn before the deadline receive a “W.” Students, who do not withdraw prior to the Withdrawal Deadline or fail to take the required final examination, will be assigned a grade based on performance in the course at the time of withdrawal. Faculty may withdraw students after the withdrawal deadline only for excessive absences. This MUST be done before the last day of classes and cannot be done during finals week. Additional information is available in the College Catalog (valenciacollege.edu/catalog) or Valencia Procedure 6Hx28:4-07: Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals can be found online at:  valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/proceduredetail.cfm?RecordID=75.

Final Exam Policy:  All students must take a final exam during the final exam week on the assigned day and time. Final Exam Policy is available online at http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/print.cfm?RecordID=75 and valenciacollege.edu/catalog.

Important dates: 
http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/documents/2014-15ImportantDatesCalendar.pdf
College Closed (Credit Classes Do Not Meet) Sept. 1, Nov. 26-30 
 Course Activities:
1. Attendance is expected.

2. Reading assignments must be completed before the class period for which they are due. Class discussions are based on the readings, informed participation in discussions is expected.  

3. Writing assignments will often accompany reading assignments and are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned. Further, writing assignments must be typed a minimum one page in length in order to get full credit. Your name, date and day and time we meet must be on each assignment. Ex. Larry Herndon  8/30/10  MW 8:30AM. All assignments are to be typed 12 font double space using (MLA format). 

4. Purpose Paper, My Education Plan, Co-Curricular Experience and Final Story Project are Mandatory‼  Failure to successfully complete any of these assignments will result in an “F” for the New Student Experience course!  
5. Homework should be done before coming to class and only will be accepted during the first 10 minutes of class unless there is documented extenuating circumstance.  

6. Electronic assignments are to be submitted by the due date, no later than     

9:00pm. 

7.  *No assignment will be accepted via e-mail unless given permission*

Makeup Policy
NO late homework assignments will be accepted unless there was an extenuating circumstance and documentation is provided. 
GRADING: 

Tests will be given during the semester, and a Final Exam. MAKE UP TESTS WILL BE GIVEN IN CASES OF VERIFED MEDICAL OR PERSONAL EMERGENCIES. 

The following grading scale below will be used to determine your final grade:   
Chapter 1 Question/Reflections
                                               15


Chapter 2 Questions/Reflections
                                               15


Chapter 3 Questions/ Reflections
                                               15


Chapter 4 Questions/ Reflections                    
                          15


Chapter 5 Questions/ Reflections
                                                15


Chapter 6 Questions/ Reflections
                                                15


Chapter 7 Questions/ Reflections                      
                          15


Chapter 8 Questions/ Reflections
                                                15


Personal Purpose Activity/ Statement
                                     50


Strengths Quest Reflection 
                                                20


Classroom Behavior Reflection
                                                30


Education Plan & Reflection
                                                35


Story Project Check
                                                                     100


Information Literacy Reflection
                                                20


Time Management Hot Spots & Reflection
                          40


Co-Curricular
                                                                                75


Cost of College Group Presentation
                                     50


My Plan Assessment & Reflection
                                     40


Emotional Intelligence & Reflection
                                     25


Proverbs Oral Presentation
                                                50


Final Exam – Your Story Project
                                               200


Attendance/Participation
                                                         145


A=1000-900
B=890-800
C=790-700
D=690-600
F=590-Below

Note: It is required to complete three Co-Curricular activities before the end of the term.  This is an out of class required assignment. Remember to plan accordingly.

Final Exam Policy: The Final Story project serves as the Final Exam for NSE 1122. All students must take a final exam during the final exam week on the assigned day and time for the class. Final Exam Policy is available online at http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/print.cfm?RecordID=75 and valenciacollege.edu/catalog.
ALL INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PROFESSOR --WRITTEN OR ANNOUNCED. 

Course Calendar

Week 1 

      Student Engagement Activity

      “How We Treat Each Other”

      Course Overview of Blackboard, Atlas, 

Syllabus Review

      Purchase Books  

      Read Chapter 1 Start Something That Matters 

Answer Chapter 1 Questions

      Course Overview of Blackboard, Atlas, SkyDrive Review One More Time

      Discuss Chapter 1 Questions

      Note-taking and Active Reading Activity

      Complete Time Management Activity Due 
Week 2 

      Labor Day Break Sept. 1, 2014 

      Time Management Activity 

      Group Activity Classroom Behaviors

      Culture of College Reflection & Work on Etiquette Email

      Complete Strengths Quest Assessment Due 

      Read Chapter 1 Strengths Quest Due 

      Strengths Quest Overview

      Trivia Pursuit

      Introduce Final Story Project – Final Exam 

      Read Chapter 10 in StrengthsQuest Due 

      Complete StrengthsQuest Expression Assignment

Week 3

      StrengthsQuest Expression Presentations

      Complete  Strengths Reflection

      StrengthsQuest Activity – Bring SQ Book to Class

      Don’t forget – Strengths Quest Paper is due next class

      Reach chapter 2 (TOMS) and complete questions 

     Week 4

     Career Center Presentation/Visit

     Complete two assessments from My Plan and complete reflections 

     Discuss Chapter 2 Questions

     Introduction to Personal Purpose Statement 

     Read Chapter 3 (TOMS) and complete chapter questions due 

     Work on Personal Purpose Statement

Week 5

      Read chapter 4 (TOMS) and complete questions
      Follow-up with Personal Purpose Statement

      Strengths Quest, Values etc……

      Group Activity Discuss Chapter 4 questions

      Bring the program sheet of your major from the institution you plan on     

      transferring or attending (Valencia) for your degree.

       Week 6

       Library visit 6-220 Sept. 29, 2014 

       Information Literacy Lesson

       Complete Information Literacy Reflection
       Review Chapter 5 Questions

       Open Discussion on Co-Curricular Status

       Financial Literacy Activity

       Complete Personal Purpose Statement due Class

       Week 7

       Financial Literacy Follow-up (Financial 

       Ambassador/group work/laptop carts)

       Finalize Group Project due 

      Week 8
      Complete your education plan with learning reflection 

      Read Chapter 5 (TOMS) and complete questions

      Work with your teams for your Cost of College presentation
       Week 9  

      Cost of College Group Presentation   

      Read Chapter 6 (TOMS) and complete questions

      Review Chapter 6 Questions

      Week 10

      Final Story Project Discussion/Career Interview Video

      Work on Final Story Project

      Discuss My Plan assessments

      Final Story Project Check/Discuss Career Interview

      Revisit Time Management

      Work on Story Project Check

       Week 11 

       Proverbs Lesson – Oral Presentation

       Story Project Check/Career Interview

       Read Chapter 7 (TOMS) and complete questions

       Week 12

       Discuss Chapter 8 Questions/Book Wrap-Up

       Emotional Intelligence Activity

       Emotional Intelligence Activity Continue

       Emotional Intelligence Activity Wrap-up

       Complete Emotional Intelligence Reflection

       Week 13

       Upload Story Project Check in Blackboard

       Finalize Story Project Check
       Week 14 

       Thanksgiving Break Nov. 26-30

       Week 15
       Start Final Story Presentation

       Week 16
       Final Exam

       Final Story Presentation

       *****FINAL EXAM MANDATORY****
10
Disclaimer: This syllabus and course calendar are subject to change.  A revised syllabus may be issued at the discretion of the instructor.


